
Bethany  

Lutheran Church 

Sunday Schedule  

8:30 Worship  

Sunday School 

Coffee Fellowship  

Sunday Schedule 

9:30 Sunday School on 

1st & 3rd Sundays 

Worship 10:30 AM 

 

First English  

Lutheran Church 

Parish Newsletter 

The Epistle and weekly bulletins are also available online at: www.firstenglishbethany.org 

17 Main St. NW 

Menahga, MN 56464 

59423 140th St. 

Menahga, MN 56464 

Mission Statement 
òBethany, First English & Friends in Christ Lutheran Churches are a caring, inclusive Christian 

Community dedicated to Word and Sacrament ministry; Growing in Christ;  Sharing the faith; 

Serving our neighbors; and Supporting each other.ó 

Pastor 

James Hallaway 

1716ofluke@gmail.com 
 

Parish Secretary 

Dayna Anderson 

dayna@wcta.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethany Council President 

Kris Spadgenske 

krsspad@gmail.com 
 

Bethany Organists 

Sandi Mickelson 

Kris Spadgenske 

 

 

 

 

First English Administrative 

Board President 

Verllien Augst  
 
 

 

First English Custodian 

Dan Gilbert  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Friends in Christ Board of 

Trustees President 

Tim Puttonen  

 

Friends in Christ Pianists 

Ardis Olson  

Laicy Erickson  

Chris Olson 

Ryan Oakland 

Epistle for December, 2017 
Friends in Christ  

Lutheran Church 

Sunday Schedule  

9:30 Worship 

Sunday School 

Fellowship  

305 5th St SW 

Sebeka, MN 56477 

Meets at 

the DAC 

Building 

in Sebeka 

Phone: 218-564-4610 ~ Fax: 218-564-5885 ~  E-Mail: febeth@wcta.net   

PO Box 189 ~ Menahga, MN  56464 

Follow us on Facebook: First English, Bethany, Friends in Christ Lutheran Churches 



 S T E P S 

Warm greetings to you and your family as we enter 
the Christmas season. My first thought every year 
is, Immanuel-God with us! Wow! 
 
The activity of this heavenly season give us lots of 
encounters with lots of people. Around the house, 
it may be, ówhat kind of cookies should we make?ô 
Or, ókids, I need a Christmas list from you!ô Or in 
our fast paced culture, óhas it really been since last 
year at this time.ô 
 
Around town we will have encounters with people 
on the street, clerks at stores, any number of other 
people. What will those greetings be like? What 
kind of words will you use when out and about? 
 
Our choice of words says so much about us. Our 
words tell those around us whether we are content, 
joyful, depressed or stressed out. They tell folks 
whether we care or donôt care. They communicate 
acceptance or rejection. 
 
Think for a moment about the songs of this 
season. There are so many words to sing, but 
when is the last time we let them sink in? When is 
the last time you let joy get a hold of you? When is 
the last time you took a few moments to think 
about the word, Holy? How about the word silent? 
Notice it is not silence?! But, by January 2nd you 
might want some silence. 
 
Portions of the Bible giving us words that God 
spoke to foretell the birth of Jesus, to proclaim the 
birth of Jesus, to celebrate the birth of Jesus. The 
prophet Isaiah makes the first string of pearls 
proclaiming the names attributed to Jesus. 
 

For to us a child is born,  
to us  a son is given;  

and the government shall be   
upon  his shoulder,  

and his name shall be called  
Wonderful  Counselor,  Mighty God,  

Everlasting  Father, Prince of  Peace.  
Isaiah 9:6  

 
So much promise in one verse of Scripture! Jesus 
is wonderful! Jesus is our counselor! Jesus is 
Mighty God and Father! But Heôs not just an 

ordinary father, He is everlasting! Isaiah is 
profound in the use of Words. And the Names the 
prophet chose then are still impacting lives today. 
Take a moment right now and tell yourself, ñJesus 
is my prince of peace. 
 
When we pray at LYO thereôs always a request to 
pray for the folks who have been victims of 
shootings. We always pray for them because we 
believe God can make a difference in their lives. 
He is their prince of peace and by praying we enter 
into the peace that God wants to give. 
 
Do these Words still touch our hearts? Do they 
touch your heart?  
 
There is one more Word that is the center of this 
season. Itôs probably,  
 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign.  Behold, the  virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call his name  

Immanuel.  
Isaiah 7:14  

 
Immanuel, God with us! Heôs not just a present, He 
is present! This season may find you in sorrow or 
in joy, in poverty or riches. God is here. He 
available to you. He came to eliminate the barriers 
between you and Himself.  
 
What kind of words do you speak to yourself? 
Often we are our own worst critic, our own worst 
enemy.  
 
Jesus said, ócome as a child.ô Today, start using 
words that God would use to bring you to Himself. 
He uses words like son, daughter, chosen, healed, 
forgiven, restored, at peace and whole.  
 
Whether speaking to yourself or others choose 
words that will have an impact for generations. The 
prophet did and we still benefit from them today. 
 
Merry Christmas to you and your family! Peace in 
your home and good tidings be upon you. 
 
Pastor Jim and Beverlee and our family 

Immanuel and Other Perfect Words  



Present: Marlene S., Marie H., Verllien A., Trisha K., Kari C., 
Roger H., Dianne S. 
Call to order by Verllien A. 
Devotions by Marie H. with a quiz about Martin Luther. 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀŘΣ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ōȅ 
Marlene S., seconded by Roger H., motion approved. 
Correspondence: The membership update was discussed. 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀŘΣ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƭƻŀƴ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ϷммΣ 
518.91 and the general fund is at $4,555.97, report was 
filed for audit. 
tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
support while on mission trip and while hosting Pastor 
Moses. 
tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ƳƛƭŜŀƎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
made by Roger H. to pay the mileage, seconded by Trisha 
K., motion carried. 
Unfinished Business: 
1. Storage shelves. Russ was asked to bring the supplies to 

the church. Virgel O. would be willing to work on the 
project. 

2. wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ άIǳƴƎŜǊ bƻ aƻǊŜέ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜŘΦ 
3. Gas stove update: Part replaced in oven, burners 

adjusted, off sign is being added. Marlene S. said the 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎΦ ! ŦŜǿ 
parts were needed for the dishwasher, but the stove is 
good, no leaks. 

New Business: 
1. Virgel O. has agreed to replace Russ as maintenance 

committee member until the end of the year. 
2. Annual Meeting Committee reports need to be in to 

Dayna by January 1, 2018. 
3. Insurance Liability Agreement, Marlene met with 

American Church Group and discussed changes, will 
save $618.00 per year. Motion was made by Trisha K. to 
go with the changes, seconded by Marie H., motion 
approved. 

4. Tri-Parish Agreement: The new name of the tri-parish is 
ά¦ƴƛǘŜŘ tŀǊƛǎƘέΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ .ƻŀǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ 
budget for United Parish, will bring it back to the 
individual councils. Discussion was held on a budget 
versus a wage and breakdown proposal. This will be 
presented to the congregation. Motion to share the 
Wage and breakdown proposal with the congregation 
was made by Trisha K, seconded by Dianne S., motion 
passed. 

5. Wedding Fees, guidelines were presented and a motion 
was made by Marlene S. to use these guidelines for 
wedding fees, seconded by Trisha K., motion carried. 

6. Sign out front, suggest to Virgel to leave Pastor Jims 
name on it, currently no name is shown. Motion by 
Trisha K. to do this, seconded by Dianne S., motion 
carried. 

7. Board Member terms (Nominating Committee) 
Committee is Marlene S., Dianne S., Kari C., Trisha K., 
and Ron Beck. We recommend going from 9 to 7 
members on the Administrative Board, combining 
Stewardship with Treasurer and Social Ministry with 
Evangelism. 

8. Lutefisk Supper-Roger will get information needed. Dick 
D and Dan G will cook. Trisha will help. (more meatballs 
needed) . Date is set for January 20th. It is a tradition. 

9. Thanksgiving Eve Service held at Bethany with Ron Beck 
leading the service.  

10.Church Software Program, Marlene suggested that we 
pursue a new web based system which is beneficial to 
ƘŀǾŜΦ {ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άwŜŀƭƳέΦ 

Committee Reports 
Evangelism-Dianne: met with Donna M. & Dora M., more 
cards were ordered and stamps received for postage. 
Many cards are being sent. Please let Dianne S. know of 
any needs. 
Worship-Marie: faces many challenges, we have organist 
needs, our list of readers is small. She has a good 
committee with Marlene Schiotz and Marge Soppeland 
and they have met with Pastor Jim. 
Youth-Pastor Jim: Pastor Jim proposed that Ron Beck lead 
the Thanksgiving Eve service so that he could have that 
evening with the Senior High students. Many junior high 
students attend LYO and it is a challenge to keep high 
school students attending services. Proposal accepted. 
Stewardship-Roger: reported that there is no activity to be 
done with Time and Talent Sheets. 
Finance-Marlene:  gave the LYO checking account balance 
of $6,839.93. 
Social Ministry-Kari: sent thank you cards to many who 
donated for the Family Fun Fest. A total of $1,497 was 
raised. Seed money from Thrivent was used to purchase 
beef, breakfast and baskets. Decorating for Christmas will 
be held following church and fellowship on Sunday, 
November 26th. The Altar Guild will decorate the 
sanctuary. 
Building & Grounds: Virgel O. will do whatever is asked. 
 
Next meeting date is Monday, December 11th at 6:30 PM 
Trisha K will have devotions. 
Meeting adjourned. 
/ƭƻǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊΦ 
Respectfully submitted, Dianne Schilling 
 

First English Administrative Board Meeting  ~ November 13, 2017 

If you are interested in being a reader  
during our Sunday morning services at First 

English, please contact Marie Henstorf. 



BETHANY 
Attendance &  

Offering 
 

11/5/17 
14  Adults 7 Children 
General $     240.00 
Cemetery $ 400.00 
Missions $       27.00 
 $     667.00 
 

11/12/17       
12 Adults 2 Children 
General $      20000 
Missions $        6.00
 $     206.00 
 

11/19/17                     
22  Adults 8 Children 
General $     575.00 
Cemetery $ 35.00 
Festival $ 10.00 
Missions $      20.00 
 $     640.00 
 
11/24/17   
Thanksgiving Eve 
Service  
Missions $       60.00 
 
11/26/17   
General $     674.00 
Missions $       40.00 
 $     714.00 

Bethany Lutheran Church Council 

Meeting Minutes      11 -8-2017 

 

Present: Kris S., Dean M., Ron M., Dave 

M.. Wendy M., Evelyn M. 

Kris opened the meeting with a reading 

titled òJoyful Generosityó 

Ron M. led in prayer. 

Secretaryõs report was read, motion to 

approve by Wendy, seconded by Dean, 

motion approved. 

The council would like to apologize for 

not acting in an honoring way considering 

the reconciliation process we have gone 

through.  Going forward we will not 

mention our former pastor in any 

minutes. 

Treasurerõs report was read, motion to 

approve by Dave, seconded by Ron, 

motion approved. 

Committee Reports  

Stewardship-Dave M.: After all that has 

transpired, we pray that the Holy Spirit 

will guide everyone home again. 

Education-Dean & Wendy: teachers are 

working on Christmas program. 

Worship-Ron: hymns have been chosen 

thru May, Kris will play. 

Buildings & Grounds-Mark: Mark & 

Evelyn met with insurance agent. 

Youth: Pastor Jim feels attendance is 

going well. 

Old Business 

1. Fall Festival - $1093 profit 

2. Update on call committee, Art Y, Ryan 

S, and Steve T. have met once and will 

be meeting again with Tri-Parish Call 

Committee. 

3. Tri-Parish Agreement-committee is 

working on it, calling themselves 

òUnited Parishó. Rough draft is being 

worked on. Will meet with Eric H 

about it. Tri-Parish (United Parish) 

officers are President: Ron M, Vice 

President: Chad H, Secretary-Tracey 

O., Treasurer-Verllien A. 

New Business 

1. Thanksgiving Eve Service will be at 

Bethany. 

2. Gwen Toppari has resigned as Altar 

Guild coordinator, she has served since 

1974 and we thank her for her service. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Closed with Lordõs Prayer 

Submitted by Evelyn Meech, secretary 

Thank you to 

Mickelson Farms for 

their gift to the 

Bethany Cemetery 

Fund in memory of 

Rosie Anderson. 
 

Thank you to Bev 

Trimble for her gift 

to the Bethany 

Cemetery Fund in 

memory of Ernie 

Trimble. 
 

Thank you to Bev 

Trimble and Howard 

& Gertrude Maaninga 

for their gifts to the 

Bethany Cemetery 

Fund in memory of 

Hazel Schleicher. 

Tri -Parish Call Committee Report of 

November 8, 2017 Meeting  

 

Discussed having an interim pastor and what 

compensation package we could offer. We will 

have to work with the Tri-Parish Committee to 

come up with a package. 

 

We would also like to have feedback from 

congregation members as to what they would like 

to see in an interim pastor. Please contact any of 

the following call committee members: Ryan 

Spadgenske, Steve Thompson, Art Yliniemi, Tim 

Puttonen, Joann Olson, Becky Palmer, Marie 

Henstorf, Marlene Schiotz or Kevin Kocurek. 

 

We assigned Ryan Spadgenske, Becky Palmer and 

Kevin Kocurek to write a letter describing our 

communities.  Tim Puttonen, Steve Thompson, 

Art Yliniemi and Marie Henstorf will do the same 

about our churches and congregations.  

 

Our officers are the following: President-Marie 

Henstorf, Vice President-Marlene Schiotz, 

Secretary-Joann Olson. 

 

Submitted by Acting Secretary, Marie Henstorf 

Friends in Christ Board Meeting 11/19/17  

Present: Tim P., Mike S., Gordy H., Curt O. 

Opened with prayer 

Financial Report: Mike made a motion to accept 

for audit, Gordy second, passed. Also accepted 

Septembers for audit. 

No Secretaryõs report. 

Discussed the best option for hiring a Pastor. 

Should it be a full time Pastor or part-time Pastor? 

This is something that also has to be talked about 

by tri-parish. Ron Beck said he is willing to 

continue his role as fill in for the time being. 

Missions: Curt made a motion for $300.00 dollars 

to be used for meat for the Food Shelf, Mike will 

take charge and make calls to find the best deals. 

Gordy seconded it, passed. Delivery to food shelf 

should be first week in December.  

Discussed some of the Task Force meeting. 

Membership rolls for Friends in Christ, 

percentages paid to Tri-Parish by churches. 

Discussed Church copier contract. Wondering if 

there is a better option? Must be discussed at our 

next Tri-parish meeting. 

Closed with the Lordõs Prayer 

Motion was made to adjourn. 

Respectfully submitted by Curtis Oakland 

PLEASE NOTE: All meeting minutes published in the Epistle are yet to be approved at the next meeting of each council or board. 



First English Womenõs Executive Board Meeting 

Thursday, November 16th at 4:00 

Marlene opened the meeting with devotions and prayer. 

The secretary's report was read and approved. 

The treasurer's report was read and approved. 

Correspondence: Thank you note from Hazel Carlson family for funeral lunch. 

Funerals: Ruth Aag on Saturday, November 18th at 2:00 PM, Saturday, November 25th 

funeral for Judy Kocurek. 

Kitchen: Roxanne Gilbert is the new kitchen chairperson. 

Sunday, November 19th is New Member Sunday, Thank-offering and Blessing of Quilts & 

Kits.  

Advent Tea is on Saturday, December 2nd at 2:00 PM. Pick Santa Lucia girls. 

Fruit baskets packed on December 13th at 9:30, LYO will be caroling with us at Nursing 

Home at 4:00 PM. 

December 6th is Confirmation Supper at 5:00 PM. 

Tentative list of Christmas giving was made.  

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, December 21st at 4:00 PM. 

The meeting was closed with the Lord's Prayer. 

Lucille Erickson, Secretary 

Thank you to Roger & 

Marie Henstorf for their 

gift to the First English 

Memorial Fund in memory 

of Judy Kocurek. 

 

Thank you to Marlene 

Schiotz for her gift to the 

First English Building Fund 

in memory of Edwin 

Kumpala, Sandy 

Zimmerman, Judy 

Kocurek & Gail Hawkins. 

FIRST ENGLISH                                                   
Attendance &  

Offering 
11/5/17                     28 
General $ 454.00 
Loose $      26.00 
Building     $      206.00 
             $  686.00 
 

11/12/17       36 
General $  777.00 
Loose $      21.00 
World Hunger  $ 10.00 
Food Shelf $ 100.00 
Building     $      283.00 
             $  1,191.00 
 

111/19/17    68 
General $  1,112.00 
Loose $ 76.00 
Building     $      288.00 
              $   1,476.00 
 

11/26/17       44 
General $ 657.00 
Loose $      61.00 
Memorial $ 10.00 
Bible Institute $ 25.00 
Building     $      133.00 
             $  886.00 

Community of Faith Advent Tea 

Saturday, December 2nd   at 2:00pm  

Make the this Advent Season special.  Join the churches of the community for fellowship, 

caroling, a program made up of people from the different churches within our community, 

tea, coffee and goodies. Assumption of our Lady Church will present ñGifts of the Christ 

childò.  Gifts are given for babies whose parents are struggling economically.  Please do 

not wrap gifts and make checks out to Assumption of our Lady.  Advent is preparing for 

Jesus' birth and preparing  for His coming again! 
 

First English Fruit Baskets  

Wednesday, December 13th  at  9:30 am 

We will be giving out ñFruit Basketsò during the Holiday season.  We will be packing 

them on Wed. Dec 13th.  Please call the Church Office if you know of someone who could 

use a Fruit Basket this holiday season.  They do not have to be members of this 

congregation.  Also we could use your help in delivering the baskets on the 13th. Men 

included! 
 

Christmas Caroling at the Nursing Home ï Dec 13th 4:00pm.  
We have a great time!    The residents and staff  look forward to us coming. Men and 

women are welcome - bring friends with you. We will be meeting in the meeting room of 

the Nursing Home by the Physical Therapy Dept.   

January 26 -27, 2018 
 
Miracle Bible Camp  
4389 Timber Drive NW  
Hackensack, MN, 56452  
 

Real Men Don't Retreat 
 
YOU WILL ENJOY:  

¶ Great ñguyò food, and of course coffee!!! 

¶ 4WD truck trail ride (bring your own ride, or jump in 

someone elseôs truck). Come back with a tale to tell! 

¶ Ice fishing, broomball and a Truck Rodeo on the lake, 

or snowshoe the trails. Play hard! 

¶ Play ping-pong, pool, or foosball in the game room, 

board games, etc. in the dining hall. 

¶ Time for praise and worship, and uplifting conversation 

with other men. Go ahead and sing ï itôs just us guys! Bring 
a friend!!! 

¶ Receive a great word from the Word! 

 
Friday evening & Saturday with overnight $55.00  
 

Friday only $20.00. 
Friday and Saturday - no overnight stay - $35.00. 

MENõS ADVANCE 




