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Warm greetings to you and your family as we enter
the Christmas season. My first thought every year
is, Immanuel-God with us! Wow!

The activity of this heavenly season give us lots of
encounters with lots of people. Around the house,

it may be, Owhat kind
Or, oOkids, |1 need a
our fast paced cul ture,
year at this time. 0

Around town we will have encounters with people
on the street, clerks at stores, any number of other
people. What will those greetings be like? What
kind of words will you use when out and about?

Our choice of words says so much about us. Our
words tell those around us whether we are content,
joyful, depressed or stressed out. They tell folks
whet her we care or
acceptance or rejection.

Think for a moment about the songs of this
season. There are so many words to sing, but
when is the last time we let them sink in? When is
the last time you let joy get a hold of you? When is
the last time you took a few moments to think
about the word, Holy? How about the word silent?
Notice it is not silence?! But, by January 2nd you
might want some silence.

Portions of the Bible giving us words that God
spoke to foretell the birth of Jesus, to proclaim the
birth of Jesus, to celebrate the birth of Jesus. The
prophet Isaiah makes the first string of pearls
proclaiming the names attributed to Jesus.

For to us a child is born,
to us asonis given;
and the government shall be
upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6

So much promise in one verse of Scripture! Jesus
is wonderful! Jesus is our counselor! Jesus is
Mi ghty

God and Father!

donot

Immanuel and Other Perfect Words

ordinary father, He is everlasting! Isaiah is
profound in the use of Words. And the Names the
prophet chose then are still impacting lives today.
Take a moment right now
is my prince of peace.

of Wtewrmo kwee sprsdny ud td Ww¥O mtakk e
Chr i way farahe folksiwhd have beemvictyns af ! 0
shdotings. Wetalway® paialy fontherb leeeanse wei n

believe God can make a difference in their lives.
He is their prince of peace and by praying we enter
into the peace that God wants to give.

Do these Words still touch our hearts? Do they
touch your heart?

There is one more Word that is the center of this
season. |Itdés probably,

sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel.
Isaiah 7:14

| mmanuel, God with wus!
is present! This season may find you in sorrow or
in joy, in poverty or riches. God is here. He
available to you. He came to eliminate the barriers
between you and Himself.

What kind of words do you speak to yourself?
Often we are our own worst critic, our own worst
enemy.

Jesus said, O0come as a
words that God would use to bring you to Himself.
He uses words like son, daughter, chosen, healed,
forgiven, restored, at peace and whole.

Whether speaking to yourself or others choose
words that will have an impact for generations. The
prophet did and we still benefit from them today.

Merry Christmas to you and your family! Peace in
your home and good tidings be upon you.

Pastor Jim and Beverlee and our family
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First English Administrative Board Meeting ~ November 13, 2017

Present: Marlene S., Marie H., Verllien A., Trisha K., Kari. Bpard Member terms (Nominating Committee)
Roger H., Dianne S. Committee is Marlene S., Dianne S., Kari C., Trisha
Call to order by Verllien A. and Ron Beck. We recommend going from 9 to 7
Devotions by Marie H. with a quiz about Martin Luther.  members on the Administrative Board, combining

{ SONBGFNEQA NBLERZNI o1 a NBI RewardshipwitreTyeasiirer arld Sticlll®idisry \aith)

Marlene S., seconded by Roger H., motion approved. Evangelism.
Correspondence: The membership update was discuss&d.Lutefisk SuppeRoger will get information needed. D

K.,

Ck
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518.91 and the general fund is at $4,555.97, report was needed) . Date is set for January"2@ is a tradition.

filed for audit. 9. Thanksgiving Eve Service held at Bethany with RonLBeck

t FAG2NDa NBLER2NI 61 & &dzo YA (léa8ikythe serviceNA G Ay 3 d ¢ Kl y | Fd
support while on mission trip and while hosting Pastor 10.Church Software Program, Marlene suggested that
Moses. pursue a new web based system which is beneficial

tFai2NRa YA SIS NBLRNI 4Kl IBWASHS R A YR OK Y@ AR
made by Roger H. to pay the mileage, seconded by TrisBammittee Reports
K., motion carried. EvangelisaDianne:met with Donna M. & Dora M., more

Unfinished Business: cards were ordered and stamps received for postage.
1. Storage shelves. Russ was asked to bring the supplidddaay cards are being sent. Please let Dianne S. know
the church. Virgel O. would be willing to work on the any needs.
project. WorshipMarie: faces many challenges, we have organ
WSLE2NI 2y &l dzyISNI b2 a2 MBeds, curdist af)Readérs i syh&8lIRShe has a good
3. Gas stove update: Part replaced in oven, burners  committee with Marlene Schiotz and Marge Soppeland
adjusted, off sign is being added. Marlene S. said theand they have met with Pastor Jim.
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parts were needed for the dishwasher, but the stove ithe Thanksgiving Eve service so that he could have th

good, no leaks. evening with the Senior High students. Many junior hi
New Business: students attend LYO and it is a challenge to keep high
1. Virgel O. has agreed to replace Russ as maintenanceschool students attending services. Proposal accepte

committee member until the end of the year. StewardshipRogerreported that there is no activity to
2. Annual Meeting Committee reports need to be in to done with Time and Talent Sheets.

Dayna by January 1, 2018. FinanceMarlene: gave the LYO checking account bala

3. Insurance Liability Agreement, Marlene met with of $6,839.93.
American Church Group and discussed changes, willSocial Ministryari:sent thank you cards to many who
save $618.00 per year. Motion was made by Trisha Kddoated for the Family Fun Fest. A total of $1,497 was
go with the changes, seconded by Marie H., motion raised. Seed money from Thrivent was used to purchal
approved. beef, breakfast and baskets. Decorating for Christmas
4. TriParish Agreement: The new name of thegairish is be held following church and fellowship on Sunday,
4! YAGSR t I NAAKE D ¢KS 9 E SNOwziber@d® The AltarNGRild Kill decorate thd| S R
budget for United Parish, will bring it back to the sanctuary.
individual councils. Discussion was held on a budget Building & Grounds¥irgel O. will do whatever is asked.
versus a wage and breakdown proposal. This will be
presented to the congregation. Motion to share the Next meeting date is Monday, Decembef"&t 6:30 PM
Wage and breakdown proposal with the congregationTrisha K will have devotions.
was made by Trisha K, seconded by Dianne S., motidveeting adjourned.
passed. /| t2aSR 6AGK [2NRQ&a t N} e&s
5. Wedding Fees, guidelines were presented and a moti®aspectfully submitted, Dianne Schilling
was made by Marlene S. to use these guidelines for
wedding fees, seconded by Trisha K., motion carried.
6. Sign out front, suggest to Virgel to leave Pastor Jims
name on it, currently no name is shown. Motion by
Trisha K. to do this, seconded by Dianne S., motion
carried.

If you are interested in being a reader
during our Sunday morning services at First
English, please contact Marie Henstorf.
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Bethany Lutheran Church Council
Meeting Minutes 11 -8-2017

Present: Kris S., Dean M., Ron M., Day
M.. Wendy M., Evelyn M.
Kris opened the meeting with a reading

titled 0Joyful Ge 1
Ron M. led in prayer.
Secretaryd6s report

approve by Wendy, seconded by Dean
motion approved.

The council would like to apologize for
not acting in an honoring way consideri
the reconciliation process we have gon
through. Going forward we will not
mention our former pastor in any
minutes.

Treasurerds report
approve by Dave, seconded by Ron,
motion approved.

Committee Reports

Stewardshigbave M. After all that has
transpired, we pray that the Holy Spirit
will guide everyone home again.
EducatiorDean & Wendyteachers are
working on Christmas program.
Worship-Ron:hymns have been choser]
thru May, Kris will play.

Buildings & GroundMark: Mark &
Evelyn met with insurance agent.
Youth: Pastor Jim feels attendance is
going well.

Old Business

BETHANY
Attendance &
Offering

S|
11/5/17
14 Adults 7 Children
Gepegakdi 240.80
Cemeteryy 400.00
Miggig Y

$ 667.00
11/12/17
12 Adults 2 Children
'General$ 20000

EMissionsp 6.00
$ 206.00
11/19/17

22WA tsBC%iI ren
Gene%a$ é? ) 0%
Cemeteyy 35.00

Festival$ 10.00
Missionss  20.00

$ 640.00
11/24/17

Thanksgiving Eve
Service

Friends in Christ Board Meeting 11/19/17
Present: Tim P., Mike S., Gordy H., Curt O.
Opened with prayer

Financial Report: Mike made a motion to accep
for audit, Gordy second, passed. Also accepted
Septembers for audit.

No Secretaryds
Discussed the best option for hiring a Pastor.
Shoutd it bea full time Pastor or patitne Pastor?
This is something that also has to be talked abq
by tri-parish. Ron Beck said he is willing to
continue his role as fill in for the time being.

reportl|

—

ut

Missions: Curt made a motion for $300.00 dolldrs

to be used for meat for the Food Shelf, Mike wi

take charge and make calls to find the best dedls.

Gordy seconded it, passed. Delivery to food sh
should be first week in December.

Distusged some ot thee Task Force meeting.
Membership rolls for Friends in Christ,
percentages paid to HParish by churches.
Discussed Church copier contract. Wondering |
there is a better option? Must be discussed at
next Tri-parish meeting.
Closed with the
Motion was made to adjourn.
Respectfully submitted by Curtis Oakland
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Missionsh 60.00

11/26/17

General$ 674.00

Missionss  40.00
$ 714.00

1.Fall Festival $1093 profit

2.Update on call committee, Art Y, Rya
S, and Steve T. have met once and w
be meeting again with FRarish Call
Committee.

3.Tri-Parish Agreementommittee is
working on it, calling themselves
oUnited Parishé.
worked on. Will meet with Eric H
about it. TriParish (United Parish)
officers are President: Ron M, Vice
President: Chad H, Secretafiyacey
O., TreasurerVerllien A.

New Business

1.Thanksgiving Eve Service will be at
Bethany.

2.Gwen Toppari has resigned as Altar
Guild coordinator, she has served sin
1974 and we thank her for her servicq

Meeting adjourned.

Closed with Lor doq

Submitted by Evelyn Meech, secretary

Thank you to
' Mickelson Farms for
iltheir gift to the
Bethany Cemetery
Fund in memory of
Rosie Anderson.
n to Bev
%:?ngig g hea;sgifta f
to the Bethany
Cemetery Fund in
memory of Ernie
Trimble.

Thank you to Bev
Trimble and Howard
& Gertrude Maaningd
for their gifts to the
C8ethany Cemetery
.Fund in memory of
Hazel Schleicher.
Prayer

Tri -Parish Call Committee Report of
November 8, 2017 Meeting

Discussed having an interim pastor and what
compensation package we could offer. We will
have to work with the TriParish Committee to
come up with a package.

We would also like to have feedback from
congregation members as to what they would li
to see in an interim pastor. Please contact any
the following call committee members: Ryan

Spadgenske, Steve Thompson, Art Yliniemi, Tifn

Puttanen, Jpaan Qisgn, Becky Palmer, Marie
Henstorf, Marlene Schiotz or Kevin Kocurek.

We assigned Ryan Spadgenske, Becky Palme
Kevin Kocurek to write a letter describing our
communities. Tim Puttonen, Steve Thompson,
Art Yliniemi and Marie Henstorf will do the sam
about our churches and congregations.

Our officers are the following: PresideMarie
Henstorf, Vice Presideftlarlene Schiotz,
SecretaryJoann Olson.

Submitted by Acting Secretary, Marie Henstorf
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PLEASE NOTE: All meeting minutes published in the Epistle are yet to be approved at the next meeting of each council ﬂr board



First English Womends Executive Boar d| Me efIESTENGLISH
Thursday, November 16th at 4:00 Attendance &
Marlene opened the meeting with devotions and prayer. Offering
The secretary's report was read and approved. 11/5/17 28
The treasurer's report was read and approved. General $ 454.00
Correspondence: Thank you note from Hazel Carlson family for funeral lunch. Loose $ 26.00
Funerals: Ruth Aag on Saturday, November 18th at 2:00 PM, Saturday, November PBililding $ 206.00
funeral for Judy Kocurek. $ 686.00
Kitchen: Roxanne Gilbert is the new kitchen chairperson. 11/12/17 26
Sunday, November 19th is New Member Sunday, Thfécing and Blessing of Quilts &
Kits. General $ 777.00
Advent Tea is on Saturday, December 2nd at 2:00 PM. Pick Santa Lucia girls. Loose $ 21.00
Fruit baskets packed on December 13th at 9:30, LYO will be caroling with us at Nurs&( rld Hunge$ 10.00
Home at 4:00 PM. 0d Shelf $ 100.00
December 6th is Confirmation Supper at 5:00 PM. Building %1%:1%%
Tentative list of Christmas giving was made. T
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, December 21st at 4:00 PM. 111/19/17 68
The meeting was closed with the Lord's Prayer. General $ 1,112.00
Lucille EricksonSecretary Loose $ 76.00
_ _ Building $ 288.00
Community of Faith Advent Tea $ 1.476.00
Saturday, December & at 2:00pm ’
Make the this Advent Season special. Join the churches of the community for felloySHif26/17 44
caroling, a program made up of people from the different churches within our commpiigperal  $  657.00
tea, coffee and goodies. Assumption oftooseyr $ a #3400
childo. Gifts are given for babies wNemw@ plhr dG0P
not wrap gifts and make checks out to Assumption of our Lady. Advent is preparing e |n3t'tUt<$ 25.00
Jesus' birth and preparing for His coming again! Building %8

Chur
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First English Fruit Baskets
Wednesday, December 13 at 9:30 am
We will be giving out AFruit Baskets
them on Wed. Dec 13 Please call the Church Office if you know of someone who cg
use a Fruit Basket this holiday season. They do not have to be members of this
congregation. Also we could use your help in delivering the baskets on th&1&8th.
included!

Christmas Caroling at the Nursing Homei Dec 13" 4:00pm.

womenare welcome bring friends with you. We will be meeting in the meeting room
the Nursing Home by the Physical Therapy Dept.

Thank you to Roger &
e Henst rf for
Lf?ﬁp oLihe hr%t%nghs‘h

e
P of Judy Kocurek.

Thank you to Marlene
Schiotz for her gift to the

memory of Edwin
umpala, Sandy
Zimmerman, Judy

9

morial Fund in memoly

We have a great time!The residents and staff look forward to us coming. Men an 1.':"St English Building Fupd

Kocurek & Gail Hawkins.

Ho

MENGS ADVANCE
January 26 -27, 2018

or snowshoe the trails. Play hard!

9 Play ping-pong, pool, or foosball in the game room,

Miracle Bible Camp
4389 Timber Drive NW
Hackensack, MN, 56452

board games, etc. in the dining

a friend!!!
9 Receive a great word from

Real Men Don't Retreat

YOU WILL ENJOY:
f Great fguyo food, and of

1 4wWD truck trail ride (bring your own ride, or jump in
someone el seds truck). Come

9 Ice fishing, broomball and a Truck Rodeo on the lake,

Friday only $20.00.
bRridak anadv3aturblay ano dv

hall.

9 Time for praise and worship, and uplifting conversation
with other men. Go ahead andsingi i t 6 s

j u sBting

the Word!

¢ o riday evening & Satgrday with overnight $55.00

arhight stayo- $35.60. | !







